
Papua New Guinea 
Mining Tenement System



Mineral Resources Authority (MRA) 
 State Own Entity that Regulates the Mining Industry in Papua New 

Guinea (PNG) pursuant to the Mining Act 1992
 MRA is located in the capital, Port Moresby, with a Small Scale Mining 

Branch and training centre in Wau Morobe Province.

Mining Haus, Port Moresby, NCD Small Scale Mining 
Centre (SSMTC), 
Wau, 
Morobe Province



PNG Landfolio Design

PNG Landfolio

PNG Online Transactional 
Portal

MRA Library PortalPublic Map Portal

Additional 
Development



MRA Library Portal: 
• Geological Reports
• Exploration Reports 
• Map Files
• Historic tenement data 

including annual 
reports, drill-hole & 
core analysis, hydrology, 
social & landowner 
agreements, etc



Landfolio Experiences:
Benefits and Challenges 

Overdue Actions Landfolio Users Training and Support



Landfolio Experiences – Benefits & Challenges

 Replace Paper based 
Tenement Application

 Hard Copy Registry
 80 registered users
 Human error – Users 

attending to & closing 
actions

 IT connectivity (constant 
power & server issues)

 No Current Legislative 
Support

 No audit capacity of 
production and revenue

EITI Mine and 
Exploration 
Reporting 

Online 
Portal

Passing of 
New 

Mining Bill 
(Q2,2020)



REPORTING EXAMPLE: MINE PRODUCTION 
& REVENUE DATA



Tenement Status 2019

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019

Total 538 546 553 549 550 529 542 561 568 553 542
New Applications 140 146 152 160 156 164 164 170 173 181 160 170

Active Tenement -
 Renewal Applications 109 87 91 80 76 74 71 78 89 87 80 78

Active Tenements 267 305 303 313 317 312 294 294 299 300 313 294
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Mineral Tenement Status - 12 Month Period  



SUPPORT & MAINTENANCE
• PROVIDES CRITICAL ‘BACKROOM’ CONNECTION & 

TECHNICAL BACK-UP
• 2 X SITE VISITS PER YEAR FOR USER TRAINING, 

TROUBLESHOOTING & DEVELOPMENT
• ENABLES CLOUD HOSTING - AMAZON
• PROVIDES FOR KEY ADMINISTRATOR TRAINING IN 

CAPETOWN
• ENABLES ANTICIPATION OF FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS 

i.e. REGULATORY REVISION
• ENABLES IDENTIFICATION OF SYSTEM WEAKNESSES, 

BOTH TECHNICAL AND HUMAN



REVISED MINING LEGISLATION
New legislation will trigger a complete Landfolio review 

and upgrade
Both old and new systems may require to operate in 

parallel for a transitional period up to 5 years
New aspects include social mapping & land 

identification date, new tenement types i.e. Retention 
Licence & mine area extensions, new tenement terms, 
extensive enforcement & penalty powers

Accordingly, work plans and processes will have to be 
re-scoped and re-built

Extensive user training and user numbers



NEW DEVELOPMENTS
• MAP & DATA SALES
• CAPTURE OF REAL TIME PRODUCTION & 

GEOLOGICAL DATA – PROVIDED DIRECT FROM 
MINES

• SAFETY DATA
• ALLUVIAL SPECIFIC DATA
• DRILL-HOLE CADASTRAL LOCATION



Thank You 
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