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Mineral Resources Authority 
Papua New Guinea

Improving transparency & attracting investors in the PNG mining sector



Introduction

Stanley Nekitel

Executive Manager Regulatory Operations 

Mineral Resources Authority PNG
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Mineral Resources Authority 

Functions

● State Regulatory Body established under the Mineral Resources Authority Act, 2018

● Regulates mineral exploration and mining in Papua New Guinea

● Mining Act 

● Mines and Safety Act 

Tenement Status

● 13 Operating Mines

● 431 Tenement Applications

● 554 Active Tenements



Mineral Resources Authority

● Regulatory Operations Division

● Mines Safety and Inspectorate 

● Permitting (Tenements)

● Small Scale Mining (e.g. Alluvial Mining)

● Development Coordination Division

● Memorandum of Understanding Agreements

● Mine Development

● Managing Directors Office

● Legal Case Management 

Divisions



Cadastre Implementation

Timeline



Miriam Louma

Inspector of Mines
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Mines Inspectorate 



Landfolio Integration: Mines Safety

Functions
Landfolio

Mining Act 
1992

(Active 
process)

Mining (Safety) Act 
1977 & Regulation 

1935

Accounts/ 
procurement

IndustryOnline 

Portal



Landfolio: Inspection Process

● Initiate Inspection

● Delegate 

● Notice of Inspection

● Travel Arrangement

● Approval

● Reporting



Portal: Complaints registration 

Notice of Inspection



Way Forward

Future Plans



Louie Kawale

Tenement System Administrator
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Alluvial Gold and 
Silver Export 



Alluvial Gold and Silver Export

● Bank of PNG Regulates Gold and Silver Exports

● MRA is a signatory to the Gold and Silver Export

● MRA records Alluvial Gold and Silver export data for the purpose of 

levying fee payments

Functions



2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Silver (PGK'M) 2.3 1.6 1.7 1.8 1.7 2.0 2.8 3.4 2.7

Gold (PGK'M) 373.4 356.3 352.0 365.1 407.7 546.5 642.8 575.8 467.9
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Alluvial Export Value - Au & Ag

Landfolio Integration: Alluvial Export



MRA Management Reports 



Portal Submission: Alluvial Export



Louie Kawale
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Challenges and Way 
Forward 



Cadastre Influence 

● Stakeholders require different tools to access mining information but the cadastre 

system is the central system / database    

● Mineral Resources Authority

● Papua New Guinea government

● Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative

● Civil society (Global Witness, TI, PWYP)

● Existing license holders

● Possible investors

● General public

Role Players



Challenges

● Work Culture

● Paper Based System to Digital

● Management Support

● Funding Support

● Landfolio User

● User Training 

● Administration Training

● Awareness

● Conferences

● Language and Technology

● Legislation

● Amendments to the Act

● e-Gov Requirements



Way Forward: Landfolio Integrations 

Landfolio Development

● Tenure Administration

● e-Gov Portal

● Legal Case Management 

● MOA and MDC 

● Mines and Safety Management

● Alluvial Gold and Silver Export

● MRA Library Portal

Planned Developments

● Board of Examiners Implementation

● Online Self Registration  

● Client Complaint submission

● Dashboard Development

● DocuSign

● MRA Library Portal upgrade

● Accounts System integration

● Additional Training
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Thank You

Thank you for 10 

years of service 

and support

For Questions 

or Feedback 

please contact:

lkawale@mra.gov.pg

Tenk yu tru

mailto:brand@trimble.com
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